
1 
 

South Auburn Street Roundabout Project 

Design: November 2017 - Summer 2018 

 

Construction: Fall 2018 - Spring 2019 

 

Project Description:   

 

The City of Colfax, in partnership with Placer County Transportation Planning Agency 

(PCTPA), Caltrans, and Maidu Village Travel Center is embarking on the design and 

construction of a roundabout at the intersection of South Auburn Street and the Westbound 

Interstate-80 on/off-ramps. The intersection is currently controlled by an all-way stop (stop 

signs).  Unfortunately, the intersection isn’t keeping-up with the increasing traffic demands and 

should be upgraded to a modern roundabout.  The decision to move the project improvements 

forward was based on an October 2016 Study which evaluated different traffic control methods 

including a 4-way stop with more lanes, signalization, and a roundabout.  A roundabout was 

clearly identified as the most suitable traffic control system. This roundabout will: 

 

 Reduce bottlenecks at the South Auburn Street and Westbound Interstate-80 on/off-

ramps, 

 Improve traffic circulation,  

 Provide safe access to the undeveloped parcel to the west, and  

 Reduce vehicle emissions. 

 

A roundabout is a circular intersection in which traffic travels counterclockwise around a center 

island and entering traffic must yield to circulating traffic. Roundabouts offer advantages over 

traffic signals by increasing traffic capacity between 30 percent and 50 percent compared to 

traditional intersections. Also, since most vehicles entering the intersection are only required to 
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yield (not required to stop), vehicle emissions from stopping and starting at the intersection and 

delays to motorists will be greatly reduced.   

 

The project components include: 

 

 A dedicated southbound lane for the I-80 on-ramp,  

 Access to the undeveloped parcel to the west,  

 Pedestrian and bicycle facilities,  

 A precisely designed traffic roundabout that can accommodate semi-trucks,  

 Yield signs and traffic channelizers at all entry approaches of roundabout to regulate and 

deflect traffic,  

 High visibility pedestrian crosswalks, and  

 Resurfacing of South Auburn Street within project limits.  

 

The City has retained Omni-Means Engineering to design the project.  

For additional information regarding this project, please contact City Hall: (530) 346-2313. 



Navigating a Roundabout

Concord  l  Napa  l  Redding | Roseville 
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Slow down as you near the roundabout.

Look left and yield to vehicles that are 
approaching within the roundabout.

Now you’re movin’… once you are in 
the roundabout you have the right-of-way. 
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Turn right to exit the roundabout when 
you reach your destination street.  

Share the road: yield for pedestrians and 
cyclists as you enter and exit the round-
about.
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Pedestrian Safety
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You'll cross more quickly and safely.

You won’t have to worry about speeding motorists, on average they're going 
about 20 MPH slower than in a traditional intersection.

Not your run of the mill island; this little break in crossing is plenty big to 
ensure your safety.

Stop to take in the landscaping.

Share this path with cyclists; it's wide enough to accommodate everyone!

Your path is clear with this guided crossing route.

You only need to look one way before you cross the entry or exit!
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Buses and Trucks

Have you ever heard of a “truck apron”? This feature allows for larger trailers to ride up a bit to   
ensure they can pass through the roundabout with ease.

Buses and other large passenger vehicles can use the striped median for extra turning room as
they travel through the roundabout. 

Easy passing as the bus stops downstream of the roundabout.

No slow start for motorists after a red light… roundabouts keep traffic flowing for oversized vehicles. 
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OVERSIZED VEHICLES CAN NAVIGATE ROUNDABOUTS SAFELY AND WITH EASE…

MOTORISTS GAIN EFFICIENCIES TOO!
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